Effects of low doses of aprotinin on clotting times activated with celite and kaolin.
The effects of aprotinin (2 x 10(6) and 4 x 10(6) PIU Iniprol) on the activated clotting time (ACT) with both celite- and kaolin-activated tubes were investigated in 52 patients, scheduled for elective coronary artery bypass grafting. Two whole blood samples (2 ml sample volume) were tested simultaneously with Hemochron automated timing systems at different intervals before, during and after cardiopulmonary bypass. At none of the times of measurement there was a difference in ACT measured with celite or with kaolin as coagulation activator. It is concluded that when aprotinin is used in this low dose regimen, celite- and kaolin-activated tubes are equally reliable for monitoring ACT.